
June 14, 2022
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Summer is often a time for students to let loose and take a break from the busy and
demanding school year schedule. They have worked hard and deserve a break. However, I’d be lying
if I didn’t share my excitement over this year’s summer reading book.

This summer, the incoming 4th grade students will be reading Wishtree by Katherine
Applegate. This story is told from the point of view of the main character, who happens to be an old
maple tree named Red. This book tackles topics such as acceptance, friendship, and the idea that
one person can make a difference.

“Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is the
neighborhood "wishtree"—people write their wishes on
pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along with
her crow friend Bongo and other animals who seek refuge in
Red's hollows, this "wishtree" watches over the
neighborhood. You might say Red has seen it all. Until a
new family moves in. Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's
experiences as a wishtree are more important than ever.”

Once the book is completed, your child is required to complete ONE of the two assignment
choices. Details about both are available in the packet.

● Choice A Write a journal entry from Samar’s point of view.

● Choice B Create a Flipgrid video pretending you are a news reporter covering the Wishing
Day events.

If you have any questions regarding this assignment please contact me at any point at
renee.estrella@swanseaschools.org. Thank you for your continued support. Have a great summer!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Estrella

mailto:rnogueira@swanseaschools.org


Choice A - Journal Entry

In this option, you are pretending to be Samar. Imagine that the wishing day and all of its amazing
events are over. You (Samar) are alone in your room writing in your journal. If you were Samar what
would you write about? Below are topics Samar might write about in her journal and a guide to what a
journal entry should look like.

She might write about ...
● Her day.
● How she felt when her classmates started arriving.
● How she feels now about Stephen.
● What she thinks about Red
● Whether or not she wants to stay and why.
● What she learned from all of this.

Heading

Date: ____________

Greeting

Dear Journal,

Body Paragraph

● Should have no less than 5 sentences.

● Include details from the story. Using your 5 senses helps (see, hear, feel, smell, taste)

● Be written in a first person point of view using words like “I” and “we.”

● Use character’s names.

Closing and Signature

Sincerely,
___________________



Choice B - News Broadcast

In this option, you are pretending to be a news reporter. You are reporting (telling people) what
happened on wishing day in the book. News reporters often focus on the who, what, when, where,
why, and how of an event. Below is an organizer to help you gather the important information you’ll
need. When you are complete visit https://flipgrid.com/9c0441f3 to record your news broadcast.

https://flipgrid.com/9c0441f3

